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context being essentially personal, he infused into them
all the intensity of his moral and religious fervour. For
whatever we may think of Tolstoy's philosophy and how-
ever much we may regret his statements about art, we
cannot doubt his sincerity of purpose and his disinte-
restedness. And even if we are amazed at the contra-
dictions inherent in Tolstoy's literary work, on the one
hand, and his 'message', on the other,* we cannot over-
look the fact that Tolstoy's attitude and response towards
India was very largely determined by his religious con-
victions during the last years of his life. We shall, in-
deed,, in vain look for any relevant reference to India in
any of his great novels. It is only after having com-
pletely exhausted the raw material of life itself in his
creative work, that he started on his weary pilgrimage
in search of the inner spirit of man. It is with these
questions of religion and true spirituality in relation to
society that his letters to Indians are concerned.

The first letter written to Tolstoy from India comes
from Madras, and is dated June 1901. In it Mr A.
Rama-Seshan, the editor of the Arya, a paper affiliated
to the Arya Samaj, proposes certain solutions regarding
the social structure of India. Tolstoy's reply was pub-
lished in the Hindu and the Madras Mail. It deals
with the necessity of purifying religion and of non-co-
operating with the British Government. The letter was
also criticized later on by Rama-Seshan in the Arya ma-
gazine. Toktoy's main assertion in this letter is that

* See the illuminating article by Lenin: Leo Tolstoy as a mirror
of the Russian Revolution. In Religion. (Bunnan Publ. House
Calcutta).